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Human Trafficking:  What Local 
Governments Need to Know



Use their website for information, referrals, training,

locating resources in NC, and grant opportunities



Learning Goals

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀŦŦΧ

ÅMyths and misinformation about sex and labor trafficking 

ÅStrategies to become better prepared to identify, respond to, or 
prevent trafficking



Why Local Government?

/ƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ Χ

1. Are in homes, businesses, and public spaces every day,

2. Encounter vulnerable populations,

3. Know and care about their communities.



Evolution of  Awareness

1866:  The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

1875:  The New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children



Evolution of  Awareness

Awareness of child abuse is the 
same age as Baby Boomers (1946-1964)

1946 Article by pediatric radiologist John Caffey
Described injuries.  Hinted at parental abuse.

1962 Article by pediatrician Henry Kempe, et. al.
ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ /ƘƛƭŘ {ȅƴŘǊƻƳŜέ

Photos from American Masters:  The Boomer List, PBS, 2014.
5ŜŜǇŀƪ /ƘƻǇǊŀΣ {ŀƳǳŜƭ [Φ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΣ aŀǊƛŀ {ƘǊƛǾŜǊΣ wƻǎƛŜ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ .ƛƭƭȅ WƻŜƭ

These photos are intended to demonstrate the age of Baby Boomers, not to 
suggest these celebrities engage in trafficking.



Evolution of  Awareness

Awareness of sex and labor trafficking in 
the United States is the same age as 
Generation Z  (1997-2012)

2000Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA)

Photos of Malala Yousafzai, Greta Thunberg, Simone Biles, Lil NasX from 
onthisday.com     Photo of Shawn Mendes from Associated Press  

These photos are intended to demonstrate the age of Gen Z, not to suggest these 
celebrities engage in trafficking.



Evolution of  Awareness

Awareness of familialsex and labor trafficking is 
the same age as Generation Alpha  (2012-2025)

ü Not yet consistent in asking about it or documenting it.

ü Gaps in our understanding about dynamics and impact.

Photos of Prince George (thenews.com) & North West (graziadaily.co.uk)   

These photos are intended to demonstrate the age of Gen Alpha, not to suggest these celebrities 
engage in trafficking.



What have you seen or heard lately about sex or labor trafficking?

Kids 
Shipped in 
Armoires?



Definition:  Human Trafficking

Human trafficking is defined as using force, fraud, or coercion 
to manipulate someone into performing labor or sex acts for
profit . 

Any commercial sex act with minors is considered trafficking.

NCGS 14-43
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Definition:  Human Trafficking

Minors involved 
in commercial 
sexual activity

Adults induced into 
commercial sexual
activity through 

FORCE, FRAUD, OR 
COERCION

Minors and adults 
induced to perform 

labor or services 
through 

FORCE, FRAUD, OR 
COERCION

Organ

trafficking



Examples of Manipulation & Control

ÅViolence; physical harm; sexual assault
ÅRestricted access
ÅLocks preventing exit
ÅPostings/no trespassing signs
ÅMonitoring

Force  



Examples of Manipulation & Control

ÅRecruitment fees
ÅBait and switch tactics
ÅWage and hour violations
ÅFalse promises
ÅWorsening work conditions

Fraud  



Examples of Manipulation & Control

ÅPsychological manipulation
ÅDocument confiscation
ÅThreats to family
ÅBlacklisting
ÅShame and fear-inducing threats

Coercion



Labor Trafficking vs. Labor Exploitation

Freedom to 
move 

or leave

Force, 
fraud, 
coercion

Limited or 
no freedom 
to move or 
leave

Unfair wages, 
poor living & 
working 
conditions



Traffickers use specific environmental conditions

ÅTourist destinations
ÅLarge public events
ÅSeasonal farm work
ÅOnline advertising 

opportunities
ÅInterstate highways

ÅTruck stops
ÅHighway rest stops
ÅMilitary bases
ÅFactories
ÅInternational borders
ÅColleges and universities

Recruit ςTransport ςMarket



How does it show up?

1. Human trafficking can occur anywhere, in large cities, 
small towns and rural areas.

2. The form it takes will depend on local characteristics.

3. The traffickers, victims, and customers can look like any 
of us.



What We Know

Trafficking happens everywhere.  Its form takes advantage of 
local characteristics.

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ άDoes it happen hereΚέ

Å.ǳǘ άWhat forms of trafficking happen hereΚέ

We are barely beginning to call it by name.

No one holds complete data, only fragments.



National Human Trafficking Hotline


